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Partnerships with two-year colleges are not new for Adelphi.

A look Back Mills School and
Adelphi alumna Ruth
S. Ammon ’42
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Ms. Hirsch notes that at the beginning of
the semester, students were “scared to death”
of Dr. Snyder, but as the term progressed,
they came to realize what a wonderful and
caring teacher she was. 

Today, Adelphi’s extensive partnerships with
two-year colleges are affording new career
opportunities for ambitious students.

— EUGENE T. NEELY, 

University Archivist and 
Special Collections Librarian

Through the Adelphi-Mills partnership, estab-
lished in 1938, students could pursue a four-
year program leading to a baccalaureate degree.
Students in the program took their advanced
courses with Adelphi College faculty who taught
in Manhattan. Graduates earned a B.S. degree in
education from Adelphi and a diploma from the
Mills School entitling them to state licenses to
teach nursery, kindergarten, and primary grades.
The Mills program was a popular one, preparing
many of the early childhood teachers in the New
York City area. 

Alumna Ruth S. Ammon had a long and success-
ful career as a second-grade teacher. She even
taught her daughter, Carol A. Ammon M.B.A.

’79, who called her mother an inspiration. Carol
Ammon continued her mother’s legacy of commit-
ment to education last spring when her $8.5 mil-
lion gift to Adelphi established the University’s
first endowed faculty chair in early childhood
education. The generous and historic gift will also
fund undergraduate and graduate scholarships for
education students and campus enhancements. 

A fellow Mills program graduate, Kathryn Stern

Hirsch ’43, M.A. ’70 describes her education in
the program as “absolutely first rate.” Prominent
in the early childhood education field, Ms. Hirsch
held numerous consultancies and directorships
and taught at Pace University. Among her pro-
fessors, she particularly recalls Agnes Snyder, a
nationally recognized educator, who later became
chairman of the Department of Education at the
Garden City campus and later dean of Adelphi’s
Suffolk County campus (now Dowling College).

Ruth S. Ammon ’42, for whom the School of Education

is named, benefited from a highly successful partnership

with the Mills School, a Manhattan-based private

school that offered a two-year curriculum in early 

childhood education. 




