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Presidential election years can be heady times on college campuses. The stakes
are great and the media frenzy even greater. For today's undergraduates, they
are often a first opportunity to vote, and can yield heated debates, vigorous
voter drives, and numerous predictions. A sampling of Adelphi's

presidential election news reveals

the changing colors of the times.

“Politi

Harry S. Truman v. Thomas E. Dewey

988

President Harry S. Truman soundly defeated his Republican rival Thomas
E. Dewey in the 1948 election. Yet, many Adelphi students had a different
ballot in mind when polled in May 1948. Of 854 students polled by the
Adelphi Guidon, 370 of whom identified themselves as Republicans, 220 chose
Republican hopeful former Minnesota Governor Harold E. Stassen as the

2004

favored candidate.

Dwight D. Eisenhower v. Adlai E. Stevenson

College newspaper editors proved prescient in their choice of Dwight
Eisenhower as the most likely winner of the 1956 presidential election.
According to the Delphian, 77 percent of the 247

college editors who participated indicated that Ike

would win in '56. Of those, 158 agreed that having

Richard Nixon on the ticket hindered lke's chances.




