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January 31, 2019 

Dear Friends, 

As Nassau County Executive, I welcome you to the 33rd Annual Human 
Rights Awareness Conference. Our guiding message is promoting human 
decency, respect and sensitivity for people of all races, religions, cultures, 
ages and genders. 

The first line in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is, “All human 
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”  We believe it is vital 
to increase human rights awareness and understanding and to reinforce 
this premise and make a positive difference, thus the conference theme, 
“Your Human Rights Are My Responsibility.”  

The need to promote tolerance, cultural and racial understanding cannot be 
overstated.  Despite the challenges we may face, we must reject 
discrimination, intolerance and bigotry in all its forms. 

It is our firm belief and hope that the learning experience of this conference 
will favorably influence the current and adult attitudes of all conference 
attendees.  

Sincerely, 

 Laura Curran 
County Executive 

Office of the County Executive 
1550 Franklin Avenue 

Mineola, New York 11501 



Nassau  County Human Rights Awareness Day 
“Conference Schedule” 

8:00 - 8:30 a.m. REGISTRATION 

8:40 - 9:00 a.m. 

PRESIDING 

WELCOME 

MORNING  
WORKSHOP 

REMARKS 

9:30 - 10:20 a.m. 

10:30 - 11:20 a.m. 

11:30 - 12:20 p.m. 

12:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 1:45p.m. 

1:45 - 2:00 p.m. 

Continental Breakfast 
Adelphi University Student Center 
Multi-Purpose Room

PLENARY SESSION 
Multi-Purpose Room 

Rodney H. McRae
Executive Director 
Nassau County Commission on Human Rights 

Hon. Laura Curran 
Nassau County Executive

Dr. Anne Mungai, Adelphi University Interim Dean 
Ruth S. Ammon School of Education 

“Stress Free Zone” presented by Nassau County 

Human Rights Commissioner Immacula Oligario 

An Outline of the Day’s Activities 

SESSION I  Concurrent Workshops 

SESSION II  Concurrent Workshops 

SESSION III  Concurrent Workshops 

LUNCH 
Multi-Purpose Room 

Afternoon Session 
"HOMELAND INSECURITY" 
Presented by Students of Adelphi University Theatre 
Department 

CLOSING REMARKS 

GREETING
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Workshop A 

IMMIGRANT YOUTH ON LONG ISLAND: Do They Have Rights? : 

Presented by ADA Silvia Pastor Finkelstein, Director, Office of Immigrant Affairs, NC District Attorney’s Office:  

This workshop will focus on the experience of newly arrived students and young immigrants 

and the issues currently facing unaccompanied minors  arriving on Long Island and DACA 
Dreamers. We will discuss the factors affecting the potential involvement of newly arrived im-

migrant children in criminal conduct and what help can school/community/peers offer.   

Workshop B 

Addressing the Mental Health Gap in the LGBTQ+ Community:  

Presented by Peer Navigators at Pride for Youth: In this workshop, attendees will discuss what happens 

when mental health concerns go unaddressed, specifically in the LGBTQ+ community, and 
what behaviors we may see as a result (ex: acting out sexually, drugs, etc.).  Attendees will 

also learn how to address the significant gaps in access to mental health care.   

Workshop C 
GANG AWARENESS AND PREVENTION: 

Presented by Det. Sergeant Michael Marino, Nassau County Police Department:  Awareness of Gang Recruit-

ment, Crimes and basic operations of Gangs on LI.  Learn the risk factors associated with join-

ing gangs, Why Youth Join Gangs?, and how the Police Department addresses Gang Activity. 

Workshop D 

"Make Peace, Not War.. From Student Clubs to College Degrees (in Peace Studies) to 
Careers (in Peacebuilding)":  

Presented by Professor Susan Cushman, Nassau Community College 

Using drawing as an icebreaker, students will have the opportunity to choose a human rights 

violation or violent act in society that concerns them most--one that demands a peaceful re-
sponse.  After sharing our sketches, we will draw peaceful responses.  Easier said than done? 

That's where peace clubs, college classes in peace studies, and careers in peacebuilding can 
help us make the world a better place for future generations!  Workshop attendees will have 
the chance to voice their concerns, ideas, and interests in Human Rights and Peace Studies, 

and then learn strategies for putting their ideas in motion.  Attendees will leave with a better 
understanding of what student peace clubs do, and the range of careers one can pursue with a 

degree in Peace Studies.  

MORNING WORKSHOPS 

Session I  9:30 a.m.  - 10:20 a.m. 

Session II  10:30 a.m.  - 11:20 a.m.  

Session III  11:30 a.m.  - 12:20 p.m. 

RM 215

RM 216

RM 212

RM 210
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Workshop E 

The Power of Symbols Deconstructing Hate: 

Presented by Helen Turner , The Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center of Nassau County:   By understand-

ing the history of symbols of hate, students can deconstruct their power.  Attendee will also 

explore symbols of hate as hate crimes and learn the tools to react swiftly and safely.  

Workshop F 

Know Your Rights: Constitutional Rights Regarding Police and Protest:  

Presented by Susan Gottehrer, New York Civil Liberties Union Nassau Chapter: This workshop will provide 
an overview of the structure of the Constitution and focus on the 1st, 4th, and 14th Amend-

ments.  Workshop attendees will interact by sharing stories of their interactions with the po-

lice and any protest they may have attended.   

Workshop G 
Healing from Sexual Assault through the Arts: 

Presented by Dr. Dorotea Litvak, Nassau Community College Professor:   Workshop attendees will discover 
how strong they are to speak up against abuse by participating in this session that will in-

clude music, meditation, gentle movement, and the use of their voice, leading to a hands-on 

art project.  Attendees will be allowed to take your art work home to remind you of your 

strength.  (No art experience is required). 

Workshop H 

Social Media and Human Rights:  What can you do?:   

 Presented by John Drew and Devin Thornburg, Adelphi Faculty:  We have reached a time when social 
media has greater influence than we realize in our lives and how that affects the individual’s 

perceptions of the political, social and psychological world are important to understand in the 
framework of human rights and protecting them.  Strategies for addressing those protections 

will be discussed along with what is being done to address the issue now.  

MORNING WORKSHOPS 

Session I  9:30 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 

Session II  10:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. 

Session III 11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. 

RM 211

RM 213

RM 313

RM 214



 

HOMELAND INSECURITY 
written by the ensemble and Professor Maggie Lally 

 
Adelphi University Theatre majors have devised an original theatrical 
piece related to themes of "safety" at home, in school and in everyday 
life. How do gun violence, drug abuse, suicide, sexual assault, bullying, 
racial and gender intolerance and xenophobia inform your sense of 
safety in your immediate world?  We hope you'll join us in thoughtful 
dialogue after we share our personal stories and experiences with you. 
 
 

The Ensemble 

Sophia Carvalho 
 Dayna Comins  
Belgys Felix 
Carson Ferguson  
Fernando Mercado 
William Meurer 
Germaine Jeanty  
Emma Scholl 
Taylor Schuler 
Mili Shrestha 
 

DIRECTOR: 
Professor Maggie Lally 

                                                                        
 
 



The Cyrus Cylinder (539 B.C.) 

In 539 B.C., the 
armies of Cyrus 
the Great, the 
first king of 
ancient Persia, 
conquered the 
city of Babylon. 
But it was his 
next actions 
that marked a 
major advance for Man. He freed the slaves, 
declared that all people had the right to choose their 
own religion, and established racial equality.  From 
Babylon, the idea of human rights spread quickly to 
India, Greece and eventually Rome. 

The Magna Carta (1215) 

The Magna Carta, or “Great Charter,” was 
arguably the most significant early influence on the 
process that led to the rule of constitutional law 
today in the English-speaking world.  

In 1215, King John of England violated a number of 
ancient laws and customs by which England had 
been governed.  His subjects forced him to sign the 

Magna Carta, which enumerates what later came to 
be thought of as human rights. Among them was the 
right of the church to be free from governmental 
interference, the rights of all free citizens to own and 
inherit property and to be protected from excessive 
taxes. It established the right of widows who owned 
property to choose not to remarry, and established 
principles of due process and equality before the 
law.  

Petition of Right (1628) 

The next recorded milestone in the development of 
human rights was the Petition of Right, produced in 
1628 by the English Parliament as a statement of 
civil liberties. Refusal by Parliament to finance the 
king’s unpopular foreign policy had caused his 
government to exact forced loans and to quarter 
troops in subjects’ houses. Arbitrary arrest and 
imprisonment for opposing these policies had a 
violent hostility to King Charles. The Petition of Right 
asserted four principles:  
(1) No taxes may be levied without consent of

 Parliament, 
(2) No subject may be imprisoned without cause

shown (reaffirmation of the right of habeas
corpus),

(3) No soldiers may be quartered upon the
citizenry, and

(4) Martial law may not be used in time of peace.

A Brief History of Human Rights

Known today as the Cyrus Cylinder, this ancient record has now 
been recognized as the world’s first charter of human rights. 

In 1628 the English Parliament sent this statement of civil 
liberties to King Charles I. 

The Magna Carta was a crucial turning point in the struggle to
establish freedom. 



United States Declaration of Independence (1776) 

On July 4, 1776, the United States Congress 
approved the Declaration of Independence. Its 
primary author, Thomas Jefferson, wrote the 
Declaration as a formal explanation of why Congress 
had voted on July 2 to declare independence from 
Great Britain after the outbreak of the American 
Revolutionary War. It was widely distributed and 
read to the public. 

Philosophically, the Declaration stressed two 
themes: individual rights and the right of revolution. 
These ideas became widely held by Americans and 
spread internationally as well, influencing in 
particular the French Revolution. 

The Constitution of the United States of America 
(1787) and Bill of Rights (1791) 

 

Written in 1787 in Philadelphia, the Constitution of 
the United States of America is the fundamental law 
of the US federal system of government and the 
landmark document of the Western world. It is the 
oldest written national constitution in use and 
defines the principal organs of government and their 
jurisdictions and the basic rights of citizens. 

The first ten amendments to the Constitution—the 
Bill of Rights—limits the powers of the federal 
government and protect the rights of all citizens, 
residents and visitors in American territory. 

The Bill of Rights protects freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, the right to keep and bear arms, 
the freedom of assembly and the freedom to 
petition. It prohibits unreasonable search and 
seizure, cruel and unusual punishment and 
compelled self-incrimination. Among the legal 
protections it affords, it prohibits Congress from 
making any law respecting establishment of religion 
and prohibits the government from depriving any 
person of life, liberty or property without due 
process of law. In federal criminal cases it requires 
indictment by a grand jury for any capital offense, or 
infamous crime, guarantees a speedy public trial 
with an impartial jury in the district in which the 
crime occurred, and prohibits double jeopardy. 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of       
the Citizen (1789) 

In 1789 the people of France abolished the absolute 
monarchy and set the stage for the establishment of 

In 1776, Thomas Jefferson penned the American 
Declaration of Independence 

The Bill of Rights of the US Constitution protects basic 
freedoms of United States citizens 

A Brief History of Human Rights



the first French Republic. Just six weeks after the 
storming of the Bastille, and barely three weeks after 
the abolition of feudalism, the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and of the Citizen was adopted by the 
National Constituent Assembly as the first step 
toward writing a constitution for the Republic of 
France. 

The Declaration proclaims that all citizens are to be 
guaranteed the rights of “liberty, property, security, 
and resistance to oppression.” It argues that the 
need for law derives from the fact that “...the 
exercise of the natural rights of each man has only 
those borders which assure other members of the 
society the enjoyment of these same rights.” Thus, 
the Declaration sees law as an “expression of the 
general will,“ intended to promote this equality of 
rights and to forbid “only actions harmful to the 
society.” 

The First Geneva Convention (1864) 

In 1864, sixteen European countries and several 
American states attended a conference in Geneva, at 
the invitation of the Swiss Federal Council, on the 
initiative of the Geneva Committee. The diplomatic 
conference was held for the purpose of adopting a 
convention for the treatment of wounded soldiers in 
combat.  

The main principles laid down in the Convention and 
maintained by the later Geneva Conventions 
provided for the obligation to extend care without 
discrimination to wounded and sick military 
personnel and respect for and marking  

of medical personnel transports and equipment with 
the distinctive sign of the red cross on a white 
background. 

The United Nations (1945) 

By 1948, the United Nations’ new Human Rights 
Commission had captured the world’s attention. 
Under the dynamic chairmanship of Eleanor 
Roosevelt—President Franklin Roosevelt’s widow, a 
human rights champion in her own right and the 
United States delegate to the UN—the Commission 
set out to draft the document that became the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Roosevelt, 
credited with its inspiration, referred to the 
Declaration as the international Magna Carta for all 
mankind. It was adopted by the United Nations on 
December 10, 1948.  

In its preamble and in Article 1, the Declaration 
unequivocally proclaims the inherent rights of all 
human beings: “Disregard and contempt for human 
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have 
outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent 
of a world in which human beings shall enjoy 
freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear 
and want has been proclaimed as the highest 
aspiration of the common people...All human beings 
are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” 
The Member States of the United Nations pledged to 
work together to promote the thirty Articles of 
human rights that, for the first time in history, had 
been assembled and codified into a single 
document. In consequence, many of these rights, in 
various forms, are today part of the constitutional 
laws of democratic nations. 

The original document of the first Geneva Convention in 
1864 provided for care to wounded soldiers. 

A Brief History of Human Rights

http://www.humanrights.com/what-are-human-
rights/brief-history/declaration-of-independence.html 



The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,  

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which
have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings 
shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed 
as the highest aspiration of the common people,  

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of 
law,  

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal 
rights of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards 
of life in larger freedom,  

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the
United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms,  

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest
importance for the full realization of this pledge,  

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL
DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of achievement for all 
peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, 
keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to 
promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national 
and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, 
both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of 
territories under their jurisdiction. 



The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit 
of brotherhood.  

Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of 
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, 
birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be 
made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or 
international status of the country or territory to which a 
person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-
governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty. 

Article 3. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 
security of person. 

Article 4. No one shall be held in slavery or 
servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in 
all their forms.  

Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Article 6. Everyone has the right to recognition 
everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7. All are equal before the law and are 
entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the 
law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 
discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against 
any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective 
remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the 
constitution or by law.  

Article 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10. Everyone is entitled in full equality to a 
fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial 
tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations 
and of any criminal charge against him.  

Article 11. (1) Everyone charged with a penal
offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had 
all the guarantees necessary for his defence.  

(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on
account of any act or omission which did not constitute a
penal offence, under national or international law, at the
time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be
imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the 
penal offence was committed. 

Article 12. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and 
reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the 
law against such interference or attacks.  

Article 13. (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
movement and residence within the borders of each state. 

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including
his own, and to return to his country.

Article 14. (1) Everyone has the right to seek and to
enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution 
.  
(2) This right may not be invoked in the case of
prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes or 
from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations.  

Article 15. (1) Everyone has the right to a
nationality. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor
denied the right to change his nationality.

Article 16. (1) Men and women of full age, without
any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the 
right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to 
equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its 
dissolution.  

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full
consent of the intending spouses.

(3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of
society and is entitled to protection by society and the
State.

Article 17. (1) Everyone has the right to own
property alone as well as in association with others. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, 
either alone or in community with others and in public or 
private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, 
practice, worship and observance.  



Article 19. Everyone has the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20. (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly and association.  

(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21. (1) Everyone has the right to take part in
the government of his country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives.  

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service
in his country.

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority
of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and
genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent
free voting procedures.

Article 22. Everyone, as a member of society, has
the right to social security and is entitled to realization, 
through national effort and international co-operation and in 
accordance with the organization and resources of each 
State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of 
his personality.  

Article 23. (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free
choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of 
work and to protection against unemployment.  

(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to
equal pay for equal work.

(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an
existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if
necessary, by other means of social protection.

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions
for the protection of his interests.

Article 24. Everyone has the right to rest and 
leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 
and periodic holidays with pay.  

Article 25. (1) Everyone has the right to a standard
of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself 
and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social services, and the right 
to security in the event of unemployment, sickness,  

 
 

disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in 
circumstances beyond his control.  

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care
and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of
wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

Article 26. (1) Everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and 
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 
compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be 
made generally available and higher education shall 
be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.  
Article 29. (1) Everyone (2) Education shall be 
directed to the full development of the human personality 
and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, 
tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or 
religious groups, and shall further the activities of the 
United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of
education that shall be given to their children.

Article 27. (1) Everyone has the right freely to
participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the 
arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.  

(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral
and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary
or artistic production of which he is the author.

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to a social and 
international order in which the rights and freedoms set 
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29. (1) Everyone has duties to the
community in which alone the free and full development of 
his personality is possible.  

(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone
shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined
by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition
and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and
the general welfare in a democratic society.

(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised
contrary to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be 
interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed 
at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set 
forth herein.  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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Newsletter of the Human Rights Awareness Task Force

Di�erence Between Human and Civil Rights

Every  individual  is entitled  to  certain  basic  rights,
which are either inherent or obtained through the
constitution. Human rights and civil rights are the two
basic rights that are often debated upon. Both human 
rights and civil rights have their own features and
characteristics. 

Human rights are those rights that an individual enjoys
because he is human. No government body, group or 
person can deprive human rights to an individual. Some
of the basic human rights are the right to life, education, 
fair trail, protection from torture and freedom of 
expression. 

Human Rights was conceived soon after the second
World War. Human rights was widely accepted after the
United  Nations  General  Assembly  adopted  the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. 

Civil rights are rights that an individual enjoys by virtue 
of citizenship. Civil rights have the protection of the
constitution. Civil rights protect the individual from
discrimination and unjustifiable action by others, 
government or any organization. Having a philosophical 
and legal basis, civil rights is an agreement between the
nation and the individual. 

Civil rights  are  related  to  the  constitution  of  each
country,   whereas   human   rights   are   considered   a 
universal right. While human rights are basic rights
inherent  with  birth,  civil rights  are  the  creation  of 
society. 

While human rights do not change from one country to 
another, civil rights differ from one nation to another. 
Civil rights basically depend on the laws of the country. 
Human rights are universally accepted rights regardless
of nationality, religion and ethnicity. On the other hand, 
civil rights fall within the limits of a country’ s law, and 
pertain to the social, cultural, religious and traditional 
standards, among other things.
Summary: 
1. Human rights are those rights that an individual
enjoys because of being human. Civil rights are rights
that an individual enjoys by virtue of citizenship.

2. No government body, group or person can deprive
human rights to an individual.

3. Civil rights protect the individual from discrimination
and unjustifiable action by others, government or any
organization.

4. Civil rights is related to the constitution of each
country, whereas human rights are considered a
universal right.

5. While human rights do not change from one country
to another, civil rights differ from one nation to another.

6. Human rights are universally accepted rights
regardless of nationality, religion and ethnicity. On the
other hand, civil rights fall within the limits of a
country’ s law, and pertain to the social, cultural,
religious and traditional standards, and other aspects.

Read more: Difference Between Human and Civil Rights | Difference Between | Human vs Civil Rights
http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/politics/difference-between-human-and-civil-rights/#ixzz2pjURXBL4

Nassau County Commission on 
Human Rights  

January 31, 2019
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Civil Rights Timeline
Milestones in the modern civil rights movement

EDITION

1948 1954 1960 1967 1968 1971 1988 1991 2005 2008 2009 2013

1948
July 26
Truman signs Executive Order 9981, which states, "It is
hereby declared to be the policy of the President that
there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for
all persons in the armed services without regard to race,
color, religion, or national origin."

1954
May 17
The Supreme Court rules on the
landmark case Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kans.,
unanimously agreeing that segregation
in public schools is unconstitutional.
The ruling paves the way for large- 
scale desegregation. The decision 
overturns the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson
ruling that sanctioned "separate but equal" segregation
of the races, ruling that "separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal." It is a victory for NAACP
attorney Thurgood Marshall, who will later return to the 
Supreme Court as the nation's first black justice. 

1955
Aug.
Fourteen-year-old Chicagoan Emmett Till is visiting
family in Mississippi when he is kidnapped, brutally
beaten, shot, and dumped in the Tallahatchie River for 
allegedly whistling at a white woman. Two white men, J.
W. Milam and Roy Bryant, are arrested for the murder
and acquitted by an all-white jury. They later boast about
committing the murder in a Look magazine interview.
The case becomes a cause célèbre of the civil rights
movement.

Dec. 1
(Montgomery, Ala.) NAACP
member Rosa Parks refuses to
give up her seat at the front of 
the "colored section" of a bus
to a white passenger, defying a
southern custom of the time. In
response to her arrest the
Montgomery black community
launches a bus boycott, which
will last for more than a year,

until the buses are desegregated Dec. 21, 1956. As
newly elected president of the Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA), Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is
instrumental in leading the boycott.

1957
Jan.–Feb.

Martin Luther King, Charles K. Steele, and Fred L. 
Shuttlesworth establish the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, of which King is made the first
president. The SCLC becomes a major force in
organizing the civil rights movement and bases its 
principles on nonviolence and civil disobedience. 
According to King, it is essential that the civil rights 
movement not sink to the level of the racists and
hatemongers who oppose them: "We must forever 
conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and
discipline," he urges.

Sept.
(Little Rock, Ark.) Formerly all-white Central High School 
learns that integration is easier said than done. Nine
black students are blocked from entering the school on
the orders of Governor Orval Faubus. President
Eisenhower sends federal
troops and the National
Guard to intervene on
behalf of the students,
who become known as
the "Little Rock Nine."

1960
Feb. 1
(Greensboro, N.C.) Four black students from North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical College begin a sit-in 
at a segregated Woolworth's lunch counter. Although
they are refused service, they are allowed to stay at the
counter. The event triggers many similar nonviolent
protests throughout the South. Six months later the
original four protesters are served lunch at the same
Woolworth's counter. Student sit-ins would be effective
throughout the Deep South in integrating parks,
swimming pools, theaters, libraries, and other public
facilities
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April
(Raleigh, N.C.) The Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) is founded at Shaw University,
providing young blacks with a place in the civil rights 
movement. The SNCC later grows into a more radical
organization, especially under the leadership of Stokely
Carmichael (1966–1967). 

1961
May 4
Over the spring and summer, student volunteers begin
taking bus trips through the South to test out new laws
that prohibit segregation in interstate travel facilities,
which includes bus and railway stations. Several of the
groups of "freedom riders," as they are called, are 
attacked by angry mobs along the way. The program,
sponsored by The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), involves more than 1,000 volunteers, black and
white.

1962
Oct. 1
James Meredith becomes the first black
student to enroll at the University of 
Mississippi. Violence and riots 
surrounding the incident cause
President Kennedy to send 5,000
federal troops. 

1963
April 16
Martin Luther King is arrested and jailed during anti- 
segregation protests in Birmingham, Ala.; he writes his
seminal "Letter from Birmingham Jail," arguing that
individuals have the moral duty to disobey unjust laws. 

May
During civil rights protests in Birmingham, Ala.,
Commissioner of Public Safety Eugene "Bull" Connor 
uses fire hoses and police dogs on black demonstrators.
These images of brutality, which are televised and 
published widely, are instrumental in gaining sympathy
for the civil rights movement around the world.

June 12
(Jackson, Miss.) Mississippi's NAACP field secretary, 
37-year-old Medgar Evers, is murdered outside his
home. Byron De La Beckwith is tried twice in 1964, both
trials resulting in hung juries. Thirty years later he is
convicted for murdering Evers.

Aug. 28
(Washington, D.C.) About 200,000
people join the March on Washington.
Congregating at the Lincoln Memorial,
participants listen as Martin Luther King
delivers his famous "I Have a Dream"
speech.

Sept. 15
(Birmingham, Ala.) Four young girls 
(Denise McNair, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson, and
Addie Mae Collins) attending Sunday school are killed
when a bomb explodes at the Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church, a popular location for civil rights meetings. Riots
erupt in Birmingham, leading to the deaths of two more 
black youths. 

1964
Jan. 23
The 24th Amendment abolishes the poll tax, which
originally had been instituted in 11 southern states after 
Reconstruction to make it difficult for poor blacks to vote.

Summer
The Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), a
network of civil rights groups that includes CORE and
SNCC, launches a massive effort to register black voters
during what becomes known as the Freedom Summer. It
also sends delegates to the Democratic National 
Convention to protest—and attempt to unseat—the 
official all-white Mississippi contingent.

July 2
President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
The most sweeping civil rights legislation since
Reconstruction, the Civil Rights Act prohibits 
discrimination of all kinds based on race, color, religion, 
or national origin. The law also provides the federal 
government with the powers to enforce desegregation. 
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Aug. 4
(Neshoba Country, Miss.) The bodies of 
three civil-rights workers—two white, one
black—are found in an earthen dam, six
weeks into a federal investigation backed
by President Johnson. James E. Chaney,
21; Andrew Goodman, 21; and Michael
Schwerner, 24, had been working to
register black voters in Mississippi, and, on
June 21, had gone to investigate the
burning of a black church. They were

Civil Rights Timeline 
affirmative action for the first time. It requires government
contractors to "take affirmative action" toward prospective 
minority employees in all aspects of hiring and
employment.

1966
Oct.
(Oakland, Calif.) The militant
Black Panthers are founded by
Huey Newton and Bobby Seale. 

arrested by the police on speeding charges, incarcerated
for several hours, and then released after dark into the
hands of the Ku Klux Klan, who murdered them.

1965
Feb. 21
(Harlem, N.Y.) Malcolm X, Black Nationalist and founder 
of the Organization of Afro-American Unity, is shot to 
death. It is believed the assailants are members of the
Black Muslim faith, which Malcolm had
recently abandoned in favor of orthodox
Islam.

March 7
(Selma, Ala.) Blacks begin a march to
Montgomery in support of voting rights 
but are stopped at the Pettus Bridge by
a police blockade. Fifty marchers are 
hospitalized after police used tear gas, whips, and clubs
against them. The incident is dubbed "Bloody Sunday" by
the media. The march is considered the catalyst for 
pushing through the voting rights act five months later. 

Aug. 10
Congress passes the Voting Rights Act of 1965, making it
easier for Southern blacks to register to vote. Literacy
tests, poll taxes, and other such requirements that were
used to restrict black voting are made illegal. 
Aug. 11–17, 1965
(Watts, Calif.) Race riots erupt in a black
section of Los Angeles.

Sept. 24, 1965
Asserting that civil rights laws alone are
not enough to remedy discrimination,
President Johnson issues Executive
Order 11246, which enforces

1967
April 19
Stokely Carmichael, a leader of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), coins the phrase 
"black power" in a speech in Seattle. He defines it as an 
assertion of black pride and "the coming together of 
black people to fight for their liberation by any means 
necessary." The term's radicalism alarms many who 
believe the civil rights movement's effectiveness and
moral authority crucially depend on nonviolent civil
disobedience.

June 12
In Loving v. Virginia, the Supreme Court rules that
prohibiting interracial marriage is unconstitutional. Sixteen
states that still banned interracial marriage at the time are 
forced to revise their laws. 

July
Major race riots take place in Newark (July 12–16) and
Detroit (July 23–30). 

1968
April 4
(Memphis, Tenn.) Martin
Luther King, at age 39, is
shot as he stands on the 
balcony outside his hotel
room. Escaped convict 
and committed racist 
James Earl Ray is
convicted of the crime.

April 11
President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968,
prohibiting discrimination in the sale, rental, and
financing of housing.
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1971
April 20
The Supreme Court, in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Board of Education, upholds busing as a legitimate means for
achieving integration of public schools. Although largely 
unwelcome (and sometimes violently opposed) in local school
districts, court-ordered busing plans in cities such as 
Charlotte, Boston, and Denver continue until the late 1990s.

1988
March 22
Overriding President Reagan's veto, Congress passes the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act, which expands the reach of non-
discrimination laws within private institutions receiving federal 
funds.

1991
Nov. 22
After two years of debates, vetoes, and threatened vetoes, 
President Bush reverses himself and signs the Civil Rights Act 
of 1991, strengthening existing civil rights laws and providing
for damages in cases of intentional employment discrimination.

1992
April 29
(Los Angeles, Calif.) The first race riots in decades erupt in 
south-central Los Angeles after a jury acquits four white police 
officers for the videotaped beating of African American Rodney 
King.

2003
June 23
In the most important affirmative action decision since the
1978 Bakke case, the Supreme Court (5–4) upholds the
University of Michigan Law School's policy, ruling that race 
can be one of many factors considered by colleges when 
selecting their students because it furthers "a compelling
interest in obtaining the educational benefits that flow from a 
diverse student body."

2005
June 21
The ringleader of the Mississippi civil rights murders (see Aug. 
4, 1964), Edgar Ray Killen, is convicted of manslaughter on the 
41st anniversary of the crimes.

October 24
Rosa Parks dies at age 92. 

2006
January 30
Coretta Scott King dies of a stroke at age 78.

2007
February
Emmett Till's 1955 murder case, reopened by the
Department of Justice in 2004, is officially closed. The two 
confessed murderers, J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant, were 
dead of cancer by 1994, and prosecutors lacked sufficient 
evidence to pursue further convictions. 

May 10
James Bonard Fowler, a former state trooper, is indicted for
the murder of Jimmie Lee Jackson 40 years after Jackson's
death. The 1965 killing lead to a series of historic civil rights
protests in Selma, Ala. 

2008
January
Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA) introduces the Civil Rights
Act of 2008. Some of the proposed provisions include
ensuring that federal funds are not used to subsidize 
discrimination, holding employers accountable for age 
discrimination, and improving accountability for other
violations of civil rights and workers' rights. 

2009
January
In the Supreme Court case Ricci v. DeStefano, a lawsuit 
brought against the city of New Haven, 18 plaintiffs—17 white 
people and one Hispanic—argued that results of the 2003 
lieutenant and captain exams were thrown out when it was 
determined that few minority firefighters qualified for
advancement. The city claimed they threw out the results
because they feared liability under a disparate-impact statute
for issuing tests that discriminated against minority firefighters. 
The plaintiffs claimed that they were victims of reverse 
discrimination under the Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964. The Supreme Court ruled (5–4) in favor of the 
firefighters, saying New Haven's "action in discarding the tests
was a violation of Title VII." 
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2013
June
In Shelby County v. Holder, the Supreme Court struck
down Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act, which
established a formula for Congress to use when
determining if a state or voting jurisdiction requires prior
approval before changing its voting laws. Currently under
Section 5 of the act nine—mostly Southern—states with a
history of discrimination must get clearance from 
Congress before changing voting rules to make sure racial

minorities are not negatively affected. While the 5–4
decision did not invalidate Section 5, it made it toothless. 
Chief Justice John Roberts said the formula Congress
now uses, which was written in 1965, has become
outdated. "While any racial discrimination in voting is too
much, Congress must ensure that the legislation it passes 
to remedy that problem speaks to current conditions," he 
said in the majority opinion. In a strongly worded dissent,
Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg said, "Hubris is a fit word for 
today’s demolition of the V.R.A." (Voting Rights Act

Civil Rights Movement Timeline (14th Amendment, 1964 Act, Human Rights Law) | Infoplease.com
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html#events-1948#ixzz2pip5P2yI
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Nassau County Human Rights Awareness Conference 
Planning Committee 

Maria Rivera 
Conference Coordinator, Nassau County Commission on Human Rights 

PATRICE ARMSTRONG - LEACH
Associate Dean

Ruth S. Ammon, School of Education
Adelphi University  

KINSHASA ALLEN
Roslyn High School  

SUSAN BERGTRAUM 
Nassau County BOCES  

DR. SUSAN CUSHMAN
Nassau Community College  

RENÉ FIECHTER, Asst. District Attorney 
Nassau County District Attorney’s Office  

JACQUELINE JILL-RITO 
SUNY Old Westbury Adjunct Professor 

ALISTY KENNETH 
AJK Diversified 

MAGGIE LALLY, Associate Professor 
Adelphi University Theatre 

HELEN TURNER, Director of Youth 
Ed. Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center 

JASON NEAL, Facilitator 
Bellport Civic Engagement Workshop 

CHARLES RENFROE, Past President 
Hempstead—Uniondale Rotary Club 

ART VERNON, Rabbi  
Congregation Shaaray Shalom 

GLORIA VIRGIL, Executive Director 
What Color Is Love, Inc. 

And 

THE STAFF AND COMMISSIONERS OF THE NASSAU COUNTY 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Human Rights Awareness Conference thanks Adelphi University for the use of its 

Facilities and its dedication and commitment to the success of this conference. 













Nassau County Executive 
Nassau County Commission on 
Human Rights 

Presents 

&The Human Rights Awareness 
Education Committee 

The 34th  Annual 
Human Rights Awareness Conference 

for High School Students  

* 2020 Date TBD*
WORKSHOPS 
That introduce practical ideas
that may be duplicated in 
your school 

DRAMATIZATIONS 

That present compelling
arguments for Human Rights -

* Breakfast & Lunch

will be Served *

HUMAN RIGHTS 

AWARENESS 
CONFERENCE HOURS: 8AM - 2PM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & EARLY REGISTRATION CONTACT THE 

NASSAU COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (516) 571-3662

OR MARIA RIVERA (516) 571-5949

11Your Human Rights Are My Responsibility" 



HON. LAURA CURRAN
NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE

DR. BOBBY KALOTEE
Chairman, Nassau County Commission on Human Rights

RODNEY H. MCRAE
Executive Director

NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE

Richard J. Nicolello 
Presiding Officer

Kevan Abrahams District 1 District 11 Delia DeRiggi-Whitton 
Siela A. Bynoe District 2 District 12 James Kennedy
Carrié Solages District 3 District 13 Thomas McKevitt 

District 4 District 14 Laura SchaeferDenise Ford 
Debra Mulé District 5 District 15 John R. Ferretti Jr.

C. William Gaylor III District 6 District 16 Arnold W. Drucker
Howard J. Kopel District 7 District 17 Rose Marie Walker

Vincent T. Muscarella District 8 District 18 Joshua A. Lafazan
Ellen W. Birnbaum District 10 District 19 Steven D. Rhoads

COMMISSIONERS
DR. BOBBY KALOTEE 

Chair 
ZAHID SYED
1st Vice Chair 
KERIA BLUE

Vice Chair 

ARIE WEISSMAN
REV. L. HEZEKIAH ALLEN  

ANGELA DAVIS  
KENNETH HEINO 

MINSUN KIM
WILLIAM C. MAHLAN, J  R  .

IMMACULA OLIGARIO  
VIVIAN PEREIRA
SHIRELY SHING  

GEORGE THOMAS

The Commission’ s mandate is to promote racial and ethnic harmony and protect the human and civil rights of 
all Nassau County residents. It is empowered to investigate complaints of discrimination because of race, color, 

creed, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, source of income age, religion, or
disability in the area of employment, housing, education, and public accommodations.

The Commission attempts to avert disputes through ongoing programs of public information and participation 
in activities sponsored by other government and community based organizations, who are working toward 

similar goals.

NASSAU COUNTY COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
240 Old Country Road, Suite 606, Mineola, NY 11501

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (Monday thru Friday)
(516) 571-3662 www.nassaucountyny.gov/hrc

Minority Leader 
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